
 

Week 8 Study Guide Notes 

 

The Prophets (Video 12) 

• Another very important portion of the Bible are the writings of The Prophets. 

There are 15 prophets with books in the Bible. Understanding the prophetic 

writings is very important to the overall reading of the Bible.   

• Biblical Prophets are not fortune tellers. They do not predict the future 

They do oftentimes speak about the future as revealed to them by God.  

• The Prophets were Israelites who encountered God’s presence then were 

commissioned to speak on His behalf.  

• There are three major prophets – Are described as major because of the 

longer lengths of the books, not their significance.  

o Isaiah 

o Jeremiah 

o Ezekiel 

• There are twelve minor prophets – Are shorter books with more specific 

content, compared to the broader subject.  

o Hosea o Joel 

o Nahum o Habakkuk 

o Amos o Zephaniah 

o Haggai o Zechariah 

o Micah o Malachi 

o Jonah o Obadiah 

• God made a covenant, a mutual agreement, between Israel and Himself saying 

that they would be His people and He their God. This promise to keep them safe 

this went on throughout the Old Testament.  The Prophets job was to remind the 

Israelites of their role in the Covenant.  They did this in three ways; 

1. Accusation – idolatry, alliances with other nations and marrying their 

people 

2. Repentance – God’s mercy, turn around  

3. The Day of the Lord – the downfall of Babylon, cosmic imagery, God’s 

justice on Israel’s corruption 



 
• God’s judgement on Israel, cosmic imagery shows how important events of 

their day fit into the big story of God’s mission to bring down the corrupt 

and violent nation once and for all.  

o The Day of the Lord – return of the exiles  

o The New Jerusalem 

o New messianic king – Foreshadowing of Jesus to come to Earth 

 

• Due to the weight of the content that was shared by the Prophets they were often 

a minority group that was shunned by Israel’s Leaders. Their writings were 

considered a type of Resistance Literature and most people ignored them until 

their writings came true. 

Stories about the prophets often contained poems and visions and were 

arranged to show the cosmic meaning of Israel’s history. Namely, how God 

will take their tragic story of failure and turn their exile to warning and hope for 

the future.  

Questions to Reflect On:  

1. What can we learn from the Prophets duties? Read about the prophet Ezekiel, 

start with chapters 1-3.  What was unique about him? It seems that both good 

and bad things happened around him. Describe his visions? 

2. The book of Malachi tells of Israel’s corruption while referring to God’s covenant. 

Outline different instances mentioned throughout this book. Highlight which of the 

three ways Malachi addressed the people.  

3. Now, look at your outline and identify whether they were a sinful priests, the 

sinful people, or a part of the faithful few?  


