
 

Week 9 Study Guide Notes  

 

 “The Law – Part 1” (Torah Series) 

• Over 600 laws are found within the first 5 books of the Bible. These books are 

also known as “The Torah.”  

• Today, we view laws as behavioral only, but laws in Biblical literature are 

different. They act as divine commands that invite us to trust God and live by 

His wisdom.   

• Laws were given for many reasons:  

1. Holiness – These laws provide guidelines that set apart God’s people 

from other nations 

2. Sacrifice – These laws outline sacrificial requirements. Performing 

sacrifices allow sinful men to enter God’s presence.  

3. Justice – These laws emphasize the value of human life. Each person is 

made in God's image and should be treated with dignity.   

4. Sacred Time – These laws encourage humanity to partner with God by 

participating in ritual feasts, sabbath, etc. They point to the creation story 

where the 7th day is set aside as holy.   

• By keeping the law, the children of Israel could become covenant partners with 

God. However, due to their humanity, they could never fulfill them. 

 

 “Genesis” 

• Major Messages: Creation; Introduction of Sin; God’s redemption through the 

line of Abraham; God’s judgement on man’s sinfulness.  

• Key Scripture: Through you, (Abraham) all nations will be blessed. (Gen. 12:3) 

• The book of Genesis includes creation, the introduction of sin, and God’s plan for 

redemption through a single family.  

• The same God that created the universe desired to have a personal relationship 

with his creation, so he singled out Abram (later Abraham) and his wife Sarai 

(later Sarah) and established a covenant relationship. 

• Covenant - a contract or agreement between two parties.  



 
• Genesis not only outlines the beginning of creation, it sets the foundation for the 

rest of the Biblical narrative.  

• 2 Major Sections make up this book:  

1. Section 1: “God’s Relationship with the entire world” (Ch. 1-11) 

2. Section 2: “God’s relationship with Abraham’s family” (Ch. 12-50) 

 

“Exodus” 

• 400 years pass between the book of Genesis and Exodus. 

• Abraham’s descendants are now called the “Children of Israel” or “Israel” and 

they are enslaved in Egypt.  

• The Israelites are subjected to the cruel rulership of Pharaoh (the Egyptian king). 

Their lives are threatened, their firstborn males are killed, and they cry out to God 

to deliver them.  

• After hearing their cries for help, God appoints Moses as their deliverer. He 

shows up to Moses in the form of a burning bush and gives strategy for leading 

His people out of captivity.  

• After the Children of Egypt escape Pharaoh, God renews his covenant with them 

by giving them the 10 Commandments at Mt. Sinai.  

• Although they consistently break their covenant, God desires to dwell among His 

people. The book closes with God’s instructions for constructing the Tabernacle.  

• 2 Major Sections make up this book  

1. Section #1: Tells the Israelite’s escape from Egypt (Ch. 1-18) 

2. Section #2: 10 Commandments and Tabernacle instructions (Ch. 20-40) 

3. The Link: God’s presence on Mt. Sinai (Ch. 19)  

 

Questions to Reflect On:  

• Have you ever read the laws in the bible but found them hard to understand? 

How does knowing the four categories of laws (Holiness, Sacred Time, Justice, 

and Sacrifice) make these ancient concepts more relevant to you? 

• Read (Love your neighbor as yourself). What is the most important law? How did 

Jesus fulfill the law through His life?   


