
 

Week 11 Study Guide Notes 

 

The Books of Solomon (Video 14) 

• King Solomon was the wisest ruler Israel ever had. There were three books of 

the Bible that are connected to him. 

o Proverbs 

o Ecclesiastes 

o Song of Solomon 

• From Adam and Eve until Solomon’s time in scripture man had succeeded and 

failed in the area of exercising wisdom.  

• The choice to gain wisdom has two options 

o Live by God’s wisdom that leads to life -or- 

o Live by their own wisdom and do what is right in their own eyes, which 

leads to death. Which is what they chose and immediately the intimacy 

they had with God was broken. 

• Solomon, however, reversed the curse of Adam and Eve when He prays for 

wisdom (1 Kings 3) and seeks to please God. Every Israelite as a result is set up 

in prosperity until he too, failed. 

 

• Proverbs – most known for the 100s of short memorable sayings that teach 

us how to live by God’s wisdom. 

o  (ie. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own 

understanding Proverbs 3:5) 

• Living by God’s wisdom and not your own is known as the “Fear of the Lord” one 

of the themes taught throughout the book  

o (The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:7) 

• There are also speeches that were delivered to his royal sons using poetic 

imagery to demonstrate those principles.  

 

 



 
• Ecclesiastes – teaches a practical and sobering reflections at the end of 

Solomon’s life.  

o Ecclesiastes requires us discern between the realities of life “under the 

sun” and the wisdom-based conclusions that provide a basis for making 

the most of life in a fallen world, there are the “Problems of Life” and the 

“Solutions to  Life’s crises. 

▪ Problems of Life: 

• All is vanity 

• Man is limited 

• God is hidden (mysterious) 

▪ Solutions to Life’s Crises: 

• Fear God and keep His commandments 

• Enjoy life 

• Use wisdom properly 

 

• Songs of Solomon is a love song, these poems teach people how to make 

wise choices for earthly living.  

• Humanity’s pursuit of wisdom was portrayed with symbolism of a man pursuing a 

woman in a garden. In this song lady wisdom pursues so we can have life.  

• This is done on two levels; 

o By celebrating humans desire for intimacy 

o By pointing to human’s ultimate purpose to be united with God and His 

wisdom so we can rule united with each other. 

Questions to Reflect On:  

1.  The Proverbs contain main instructions to help steer readers away from sin. 

How does understanding God’s design for us to rule with His wisdom affect how 

you will make future decisions?  

 

2. “Hevel,” Hebrew for “vapor” or “meaningless” is significant in Ecclesiastes. How 

is this term used throughout the book? 


